How can we
reduce social
inequalities?

“Weare facing enormoussocial challengessuch asthe transformationofthe ~ Prof. Dr
labour marketand new technologies. Tomeet these challenges, comprehen- ~ GundulaZoch
sive access toeducation for children and adultsis essential. They allneed the

Sociology of
skillsrequired to seize opportunities and cope with social change. Social Inequalities

Education is also key for social cohesion. It plays arole not only in achieving
material prosperity and wellbeing, but also in social, political and societal
participation. However, in Germany we urgently need reforms to ensure
more equal opportunities in the education system.

Research has shown that good education in early childhood is crucial to
reducing educational inequalities. It benefits children, including those from
disadvantaged groups, throughout theirlives. It also helps older generations,
because the costs of government benefits will be borne by young people
who embrace technological developments in the labour market and use or
complement them with their skills.

My vision for the future is that fifty years from now we will have created
an education system in Germany which benefits everybody, regardless of
their family circumstances and background. And that education is seen as
alifelong process which paves the way for people to participate successfully
in society even in times of major change. Investing money and expertise
here is worthwhile, because it will enable us to reduce social inequalities
across theboard.”
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