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talso features around 4,800 docu-
ments, 400 fabric samples and 50

historical natural dyes.

The collegti_dn has s'teadﬂy grownsince
_ itwasfirstsetup 38 yearsago. Students
andstaffcanuseitems from the collec-

_ tion as work materials and for study

and research projects. -

. The colle&:tio'r_l has plenty of-_oddit-ies' :

and rare items to offer: from designer

clothes by the experimental label -

_-Comme de Garcons toa Klepper rain-
coatfrom the1920s thattestifiesto the

- development of the first rubber-coated
~waterproofclothingandaiggosjersey
- from German football team Borussia-

Dortmundwith high levelsofharmful
chemicals. It also features articles of
normal, everyday clothing. The collec-
tion'‘s ;Clothing and Stories* concept
is unique in Germany. All the articles
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of clothing have been worn and some
show clear traces of usage. Whenever
new items are donated to the collec-
tion, in addition to the objects them-
selves the institute also documents
the stories and memories attached to
.t_hem because theyreveal many things

* abouta certain era anditsculturaland

social context. What gender and body
imagesprevailed at the time? How was
clothing cared for and stored? What
social function did clothing fulfil at
thetime?

In addition, the students and staff at
the institute are conducting research
into materials development and sus-
tainability discourses, the history of
costume and design, changes in gen-
der and body perception and tex-
tile practices, from the ways in which
clothes are cared for to the culture of
remembrance and dressing habits.
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