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 T raditional geology analyses sediments 
as deposits of organic or mineral 
matter. Today, anthropogenic deposits 

are forming new sediments and becoming 
increasingly relevant on a planetary scale. 
These sediments are linked to the waste of 
modern industrial societies and former colonial 
powers: the global spread of non-biodegradable 
microplastics, the pollution of soils and 
waters with cumulative toxins, the challenge of 
nuclear waste disposal, the rising concentration 
of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, and the 
increasing amount of space debris orbiting the 
earth. How can media give an account of this 
rapid proliferation of residue, especially 
new forms of waste that are inaccessible and 
intangible, concentrated in the air, deposited 
in the earth, or on the seabed? In what ways 
do media document and shape life amidst 
anthropogenic sediments that are formed by 
geopolitical power imbalances, the slow violence 
of ecocides, and enduring imperial debris? How 
can artificial sediments give rise to new, 
unplanned cycles of reuse and recycling? What 
means and methods can audiovisual media employ 
to design new metabolic cycles of man-made 
deposits?

 P revious research has focused on 
sediments as geophysical processes, 
but it has also used the term as an 

epistemological figure of thought. To survey 
current forms of sediments and examine their 
significance for contemporary theories of 
media, the workshop brings media studies into 
dialogue with geoscience, sociology, and 
artistic research. The contributions address 
three fundamental movements that come together 
in sedimentation from both a geophysical and 
an epistemological perspective: deposition, 
accumulation, and condensation.

13:00–13:30  Welcome & Introduction
 Petra Löffler & Felix Hasebrink (Oldenburg)
 
 FOCUS: DEPOSITION
 Chair: Felix Hasebrink

13:30–14:30 Alexandra Klemme (Bremen)
 Sediments as Earth’s Archive: Insights from the 

Past and How They Shape Our Future

14:30–15:00 Coffee Break

15:00–16:00  Susanne Kriemann (Karlsruhe/Berlin)
 The loss of vision was greater than night, the sand 

took our memories, erased everything we had 
known to be true

16:00–17:00 Henriette Gunkel (Bochum)
 Processes of (De-)Sedimentation in Colonial 

Extractive Zones

17:00–19:00 Reception
 
19:30–21:00 International Short Film Program: Four Lessons in 

Cinematic Stratigraphy
 Dark Matter (2020, Viktor Brim, 20 Min.)
 Ear to the ground (wandering rocks)  

(2020, Ulrika Sparre, 9 Min.)
 Mined Soil (2015, Filipa César, 34 Min.)
 Freiheit 3 (2020, Anna Zett, 30 Min.) 

 Venue: Cine K

21:00–21:30 Discussion with Filmmaker Anna Zett 
Moderation: Ulrike Gerhardt

 FOCUS: ACCUMULATION 
 Chair: Jakob Claus

10:00–11:00 Christiane Schürkmann (Mainz)
 Sediments of Disposal: Radioactive Waste and 

the Question of Longevity
 
11:00–12:00 Ulrike Gerhardt (Oldenburg)
 Cinematic Thinking With Sedimented Histories 

of the GDR Environmental Movement 
 
12:00–13:00  Lunch Break
 
 FOCUS: CONDENSATION
 Chair: Petra Löffler

13:00–14:00 Felix Hasebrink (Oldenburg) 
 Recycling Cinema

14:00–15:00 Closing Discussion: Unearthing Imperial 
Geology

15:00–16:00 Marcel Schwierin (Oldenburg)
 Guided Exhibition Tour The Spore (Jakrawal 

Nilthamrong & Kaensan Rattanasomrerk) 
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