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Phenomenon



Coastal West Germanic



From Pomerania to Espirito Santo  
in 1850-1880



Statistics
Pomeranian Immigration in ES 1857-1887



Program

• The Problem  (EP ~ Gothic/Old-Anglian/OF?)  
    (EP ≠ OS/OD/AngloSaxon) 

• The Evidence 

• Geographical spread 

• Historical dimension 

• Evaluation 









A Contrastive 
Grammar 
of Brazilian 
Pomeranian

Gertjan Postma

Pomeranian is the West Germanic language spoken by European emigrants 
who went from Farther Pomerania (present-day Poland) to Brazil in the 
period 1857–1887. This language is no longer spoken in cohesive societies in 
Europe, but the language has survived and is in remarkably good shape on 
this language island in the tropical state of Espirito Santo. This monograph 
offers the first synchronic grammar of this language. After a historical 
introduction, the book offers a systematic description of its phonology, 
morphology and syntax. The language is contrasted with its European 
sisters, more particularly High German, Dutch, and Frisian. It highlights 
various phenomena that will presumably contribute to the ongoing 
theoretical debate on the Germanic verbal system. It provides new data on 
cluster V2, do-support, and the two infinitives. As to the infinitival syntax, 
the language shows remarkable parallels to the system of Frisian. As to 
the rich Pomeranian system of subtractive morphology, the phonological 
account that is offered, will be important for the ongoing discussion of 
the abstractness of phonological representations. Finally, Pomeranian 
is a welcome addition to the set of languages on which our etymological 
understanding of West Germanic is based.
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Program

• The Problem  (EP ~ Gothic/Old-Anglian/OF?)  
    (EP ≠ OHG/OS/OD/AngloSaxon) 

• The Evidence 

• Geographical spread 

• Three approaches 

• Evaluation 



The problem in BP

class 4

class 5



The problem in EP

class 4

class 5



The problem of EP



The problem of EP



The problem of EP



Hypothesis 1: Intrusion



The problem of EP



The problem of EP



Hypothesis 2: Regular sound change



Hypothesis 2: Regular sound change
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2.1 The Evidence

Firmenich



2.1 The Evidence



2.2 The Evidence

Böhmer



2.3 The Evidence

Albert Schwarz, Wandhagen
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3. Geographical spread

Wenker Atlas



3. Geographical spread

sg

pl



3.2 Geographical spread
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pl



3.2 Geographical spread



Program

• The Problem  (EP ~ Gothic/Old-Anglian/OF?)  
    (EP ≠ OS/OD/AngloSaxon) 
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4.1 Historical dimension



4.1 Historical dimension



4.2 Old English (Anglian)



4.3 (Old) Frisian



Summary



Diachronic path - REN corpus



Diachronic path - REN corpus



Diachronic path



Program

• The Problem  (EP ~ Gothic/Old-Anglian/OF?)  
    (EP ≠ OS/OD/AngloSaxon) 

• The Evidence 

• Geographical spread 

• Historical dimension 

• Evaluation 



State of the Art + prospects



Clue: was - weren



Language Contact  

during Ostsiedlung

• Dialects without umlaut (Flemish/Dutch colonists) come in contact   
with umlauting dialects (Low Saxon) 



Sound change in nouns



Sound change in nouns

class 4/5 verbs only



Sound change in nouns

class 4/5 verbs only



Evaluation



Evaluation

• Gothic 

• East Old Saxon 

• Language contact during Ostsiedlung 

Archaic feature

Innovation
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