
Economic Growth

Winter term 2020/21

Prof. Dr. Jürgen Bitzer

Course meeting time and place:

Lecture: Tuesday 10.15-11.45 o’clock video conference/ Stud.IP meetings.
Starts: 20th October 2020, ends: 2sd February 2021.

Seminar (block course): Discussion of topics and date: Tuesday, 20th October 2020,
during the first lecture.

Content of the module:

The module consists of a lecture and a seminar. “Why are we so rich and they
so poor?” In the module the theoretical models, the empirical evidence and the
strategies applied or discussed by politics to reach sustainable economic growth are
introduced and discussed.

Structure of the course and prerequisites

The lecture is mainly devoted to the basic theories of economic growth and follows
largely the book of Charles Jones (2013) in which they are presented. In the
seminar the empirical findings on a broad range of determinants of economic growth
are discussed. Each student has to present an essay on one topic. The topics are
distributed during the first lecture. They can be found below. The course deals
with theoretical models, which requires a basic knowledge of mathematics and
econometrics.

Grading

The grade of the course is based on a portfolio exam. This consists of two parts:
An essay (50%) and a short test (50%). Each mark of these two parts add to the
final mark, with the share given in the parentheses. Please note that you have to
pass each part of the portfolio to pass the course!
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University Press: Princeton.
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Auflage, Springer Spektrum.
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Topics for the essays:

1. Economic Growth and Foreign Aid

2. Determinants of Foreign Aid

3. Distribution of Foreign Aid

4. Factor of Success for Foreign Aid

5. Economic Growth and Human Capital

6. Economic Growth and Birth Control

7. Economic Growth and Public Dept

8. Economic Growth and Institutions

9. Economic Growth and Corruption

10. Economic Growth and Culture

11. Economic Growth and Ethnic Diversity

12. Economic Growth and Ecological Devastation

13. Economic Growth and Domestic Income Distribution

14. Economic Growth and Global Income Distribution

15. Economic Growth and Poverty

16. Green Growth

I am open to proposals of further topics.


